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Lair’s Legislative Log...

The 96™ General Assembly’s first Spe-
cial Session that began with such fan-
fare has extended its lackluster life for
one more week in the hopes of reach-
ing a compromise on tax credit reform.
Since early September, the Missouri
House has worked diligently to pass
an economic development package
that creates jobs and ensures the effec-
tiveness of our economic development
tools. Last Thursday, the House took
another step toward this goal by pass-
ing HIR 1 with a large, bipartisan
vote. HJR 1 is a proposed constitu-
tional amendment requiring the Gen-
eral Assembly to review all tax credit
programs every four years. If ap-
proved, it would require the Majority
Floor Leaders of the House and Senate
to propose a separate bill or concurrent
resolution ending each individual tax
credit program. Each bill or resolution
is required to quickly move through
the legislative process to the floor of
the House or Senate for a vote.

All tax credit programs should be re-
viewed periodically to make sure they
are working as designed. The pro-
grams deserve an up or down vote by
the General Assembly. HJR 1 ensures
that each program lives or dies on its
own merit by requiring the House and
Senate to vote on each program with a
recorded vote by the fiftieth legislative
day. This keeps one member of the
General Assembly from killing a pro-
gram for political reasons.

We are committed to providing com-
munities with the tools necessary to
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help us grow as a state while making
sure each program has merit. HJR 1
provides us with a review process that
ensures each tax credit program works
as it is designed without giving a sin-
gle legislator the ability to kill a vital
development tool.

The MOSIRA and Facebook fix bills
have been passed through both houses
and signed by the Governor. I have
discussed the Facebook bill often
enough in this forum for you to under-
stand my position. The bill, as it was
passed, will require each school board
to have a policy on electronic commu-
nication in place by March 1, 2012.
Many school boards already had these
policies in place and all boards had the
power to impose one before the bill
was passed. The Missouri Science and
Reinvestment Act (MOSIRA) will be
a valuable tool to encourage more
companies in technology and science
to start up and expand in Missouri; it
very well may be the only job creator
that will pass during the Special Ses-
sion. Special interest groups fought
against the measure because it did not
include anti-genetic engineering lan-
guage. That language was not needed
to insure right to life issues, it already
exists in the Missouri Constitution and
is added to appropriations bills auto-
matically each year.

In conjunction with Missouri’s State
Health Insurance Program, I am spon-
soring two free in district discussions
to assist Medicare Part D enrollment.
The first will be held in Carrollton at
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the public library (1 North Folger
Street), November 1 from 9:30 to
11:30. The second meeting will be at
the Chillicothe Senior Center (607
West Old Hwy 36), November 2 from
10:00 to noon. All are invited regard-
less of age, but for those 65 and older
the open-enrollment period is from
October 15 until November 7. Many
of our “experienced citizens” are una-
ware of their eligibility or unsure how
to sign up. If you have questions
about Medicare Part D or want help
enrolling, please plan to attend one of
the events.

Another gathering that should interest
many 7™ District residents is a Town
Hall Meeting hosted by Missouri
Farmers Care and the Sante Fe Agri-
Leaders at the Martin Community
Center (1985 South Odell Avenue) in
Marshall on this Wednesday at 7:00
PM. The meeting is billed as a discus-
sion of HSUS and its attack on Mis-
souri agriculture. On a related topic,
the Missouri Farm Bureau issued a
warning on the continued regulatory
onslaught targeting agriculture as well.
This time it is the Department of La-
bor’s proposed changes to the child
labor rules. The new restrictions will
impact what youth can do on the farm
and even limit hands-on training dur-
ing vocational agricultural classes in
high school. I have added to my web-
site www.RepMikelair.com a memo-
randum containing background infor-
mation and a side-by-side comparison
of the current and proposed changes.
The DOL is taking public comment
until November 1.

On a personal note, I want to thank all
of you who have sent well wishes on
my recovery from knee surgery espe-

cially Jana Shira’s entire class from
Central School in Chillicothe. One
constituent’s advice was particularly
valuable, “do your exercises — no
pain-no gain.” Great advice.

Thank you for the privilege of repre-
senting the citizens of the 7™ District.
As always, Gregg and I are at your
service at (573) 751-2917, or
mike.lair@house.mo.gov  or State
Capitol, 201 West Capitol Avenue,
Room 400, Jefferson City, MO
65101.




